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Before installing any cook zone, carefully consider all of your options to ensure that
costly mistakes are avoided and your dream scheme is efficiently and perfectly achieved.

good kitchen bagins when you ket your

imagination run rict. Picture your dream

design in your mind, then look through
some magazines, send for brochures to peruss
and surf the Internet. Even if you have no clug as
what it is you want at the beginning, this process
will help to clarify which designs you might like.
Once you have a collection of images, start
ascrapbook to kesp together all of those
features that you really would prefer to inciude.

Magazines and the Internat will also provide

you with 2 handy guide to the companies that
best fitin with the ideas you have for the space.
However, a visit o a snowroom is an absolute
must. Magazing styling can be very seductive,
but it can't show you the functionality of a room;
=0 it's always ussful fo ses a show kitchen and
check all the little details; how a cupboard door
opens or how a layout works, for example.

This is also an opportunity ic meet a company's
designers and discover if you're compatible. As
with any other relationship in life, working with a
designer requires a level of confidence and trust.
Explains Scott Lawrence, & designer &t Kitchen
Culture, "My first undertaking is always to isten

to the client and to try to understand their needs.
Only then is this followed by looking at the roam
or possible space wa will have to work with.”
Ensura that 2 detailed brisfis drawn up and
that it encompasses everything you will need; 2
layout you like, practical materials, worksuriaces
appiances andaven the lighting —this will help
the designer to getit absolutsly right. Remembsar
to take aiong your room's measurements —
you don't fesl confident yourseli, amange a site
visit, They will then draw Up a 20 plan of your new
cook zone or aven a realistic CAD (computer-aided
design), based on the brief and space available.
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You can then alter anything you are unhappy with
and smooth out design giitches. Take cars, too,
over details. Taps, sinks, appiiances and handles
are often not given the attention they deserve
but will make & big difference to tha final result
Set yourself & raalistic budgat that you

and the designer are both happy with. Aftera
final plan anc costings have been set, you will
geta confirmation of your order and a holding
deposit may be expected at this stage.

mers
even after you have paid the bill. Concludes

Neil Larner, owner of and designer at Neil Larner,
‘We always
glientand ou = are iad that tha dasired
result has been achisved. Seaing a finish
Kitchen that's shiny, new, sleek and stream
Is an expenisnce that never fails to excits.”
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above In addition to practicality, lighting can maks
& dramatic statement, as in thiz SL505 kitchen. In
Truffie Brown pine veneer with & thick Jura Yellow
limestone surface, it costs £25,000, at SieMatic
Tel: 01438 369327, www.slematic.co.uk

left Careful planning and open discussions with
adesigner can result in a striking creation, such
this Bridge kitchen. In Brazilian sukupira wood,
Black Matt Metal and Bronze Metal laminate plus
a washable fabric that covers the shelves anc
drawers, prices are on request, at Arrmani Casa.
Tel: 020 7079 1930, www.armanicasa.com



